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Jesus Walks on Water (Matthew 14:22-36; Mark 6:45-56; John 6:16-24)
Main Point:  Keep your eyes on Jesus.

Key Verse: Let us keep looking to Jesus. He is the author of faith. He also makes it perfect. - Hebrews 12:2a

Materials: A sheet of paper and a pen or pencil for each student

Personal Connection:

· Say: Aren’t the things that Jesus does amazing? Can you imagine what it would be like to see somebody walking on water? Can you imagine what it would be like to do it yourself? It took a lot of faith for Peter to step out of the boat and onto the water. It would have been a lot easier to just sit in the boat, wouldn’t it? Today we’re going to look at some things that are easy and some things that take faith to do.

Hands on Application:
· What are some things that you think God wants you to do? Leader, write list on whiteboard or large paper. Coach the kids if they are having trouble. Be sure the list contains things that are comfortable for them, and things that make take much more faith. Make sure the list is quite extensive. Try to get ideas from each student. Some suggestions may include: Go to church, tell other people about Jesus, be nice to your family, be nice to someone at school who is not nice to you, pray in private, pray in public, help your mom do the dishes, talk to that one kid at school that nobody likes, sit with the kid at lunch that always sits by himself, have peace even though my Grandmother is very sick. 

· Say: Some of these things may be “natural” or “comfortable” for you to do. And the other things my take a lot of faith for you to do them. For example, it may be natural for you to be nice to your mom, but it may take a lot of faith to be nice to a certain kid at school. For each of us, the lists will be different.

      ** Note: For young students who can’t write well, leader should do the following activity as a demonstration.

· Say: I have a sheet of paper and a pen for each one of you. Pass out paper and pens. I want you to write only on the center of the paper; stay away from the edges. On the middle of one side of the paper, write some good things that you do that are “natural,” or pretty easy for you to do (such as go to church, being nice to your mom). We’ll call this the “Comfortable” side. After you have written a few of these, flip your paper over. In the center of this is side, write the word FAITH. Also, in the center, list some things that you know God wants you to do that are much more difficult to do. These things take a lot of faith to do. Maybe this includes standing up for a kid that everyone picks on. We’ll call this the “Faith side.” When the students finish, show them how to fold their papers into boats. (See instructions. Guide students step by step.) Make sure that the “faith” side is on the outside and the “comfortable” side is on the inside!
· Say: Look! Now your papers look like boats. These boats will help you remember the things that God is calling you to do that take faith. Those things are on the outside of the boat. 
Group Discussion:
· Say:  Our boats are just like Peter’s boat. For Peter, it would have been easy, comfortable, and natural to just sit in the boat while the storm raged outside. This is what the other disciples in the boat chose to do. Similarly, it would be easy for us to do only the things that are written on the inside of our boat – the things that come natural to us. Choosing to stay in the boat was not sinful, but it was not nearly as good as having faith, trusting Jesus, and stepping out onto the water. It took faith for Peter to get out of the boat and do something that was scary and not natural for him! It was very different from the familiar boat that he was used to. But what happened? As long as Peter was focused on Jesus, he was able to walk on the water! 
· Say: Would anyone like to share something that is written on the outside of your boat? What is the only way that you can do that thing that is impossible in your own strength? Listen for answers. Call on a volunteer to read Philippians 4:13. Say: Hebrews 12:2 tells us to fix our eyes, or lock our eyes, on Jesus. Don’t look at all the things around you. Many things are too difficult for you to do, but nothing is too difficult for Jesus to do through you!
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your students will keep their eyes on Jesus, so Jesus can do amazing things through them. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.

[image: image2.png]Boat Folding Instructions:

Fold your paper long ways, like a hot
dog bun. Make sure your “FAITH" list
is on the outside of the fold.

Now, turn your paper sideways so
the the fold is on the bottom.

Take one of the bottom corners, and
make folds at an angle. Keep rolling
and folding until it looks like this:

Now do the same to the other bottom
corner. (Optional: Tape or staple the
folds to secure.)
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  Your Cup





Peace, love and a sound mind





 Fear!








